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Great returns from 
your super fund

   Market snapshot – growth despite the pandemic
Most global share markets rose over the September quarter, and bond yields inched higher. Growth in advanced economies remains 
robust despite the pandemic which continues to challenge policy makers. Stronger global wages and falling unemployment rates remain 
supported by substantial fiscal and monetary stimulus. Indications are for a bounce-back in activity as vaccination efforts accelerate.

   Performance overview – delivering strong long-term returns
Aware Super diversified options continue to deliver strong long-term returns for our members. It means your super savings are working 
hard to help you retire with more.

How your investments are performing

Aware Super accumulation diversified option returns to 30 September 2021³
10 years

% pa
5 years

% pa
3 years

% pa
1 year

%
3 months

%

High Growth 11.7 11.6 10.7 23.6 3.4

Growth  9.8 9.6 8.9 18.2 2.7

Balanced Growth 7.9 7.4 6.8 12.7 2.5

Conservative Growth 5.1 4.2 3.5 4.1 0.7

Diversified Socially Responsible Investment (SRI) 8.9 8.4 7.8 15.8 2.3

Access our Aware Super investment returns 

Investment commentary

September quarter investment update

You're in a top-performing fund¹
Aware Super High Growth option 

Top performance  
over 3, 5 and 10 years1

5 years p.a.3 years p.a. 10 years p.a.

10.7%

11.7%11.6%

1  Source: SuperRatings Fund Crediting Rate Survey 30 September 2021 (Default Options Index – approximately 200 options) for the same period. MySuper Lifecycle High Growth option is 
the number 1 performer over 3, 5 and 10-year periods to 30 September 2021. Returns are net of investment fees, tax and implicit asset-based administration fees. Investment returns are 
not guaranteed. Past performance is not an indicator of future performance. For the latest investment returns please visit our website: aware.com.au/members/investments.

http://aware.com.au
https://aware.com.au/member/investments-and-performance/returns-and-performance
http://aware.com.au/members/investments
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   Investment spotlight – our investment strategy over the next 5 years 

We look at the different types of investments (asset classes) that make up the Aware Super 
High Growth option and returns.

Top 5 international shareholdings

Alphabet Inc (digital and advertising services)

Microsoft Corporation (software solutions)

Apple Inc. (software and devices)

Amazon.com Inc. (retail)

Facebook Inc. (social media)

Access our top 50 international shareholdings 

High Growth option actual asset allocation (accumulation)

Source: Aware Super, as at 30 September 2021. Includes look-through holdings where data is available.

  Portfolio overview – where did the returns come from?

Australian equities 25.8%
International equities 42.3%
Private equity 7.6%
Infrastructure & real assets 8.6%
Property 6.8%
Liquid alternatives (Growth) 2.7%
Liquid alternatives (Defensive) 0%
Credit income 2.2%
Fixed income 0.8%
Cash 3.2%

• Strong investment performers for the year to 30 September    
were Australian and international equities and private equity 
asset classes, as well as unlisted property.

• These asset classes continued to perform strongly, as well  
as key investments in sectors like technology and healthcare 
that have performed well in the COVID-affected  
environment, and industrial and residential property 
exposures.

Top 5 Australian shareholdings

Commonwealth Bank of Australia (financial services)

CSL Ltd (biopharmaceutical research and distribution)

BHP Group Ltd (resources exploration and mining

ANZ Banking Group (financial services)

Macquarie Group (financial services)

Access our top 50 Australian shareholdings  

Learn more about our portfolio asset allocations 

We’re growing and laying the foundation to 
deliver for our members for decades to come.
Damian Graham, Chief Investment Officer

We’re excited to share with you some of the key focus areas of our five-year investment 
strategy, which was recently approved by the Aware Super Board. We continue to aim 
to deliver strong and sustainable returns to members and have a positive impact on  
the community. 

As Aware Super develops and grows, we’ll continue to pass 
on the advantages of our expertise and economies of scale 
to our members. In positioning the team for growth, we’re 
focusing on:

• Investment expertise – we’re increasingly bringing our 
investment and operational expertise in-house where 
it makes sense to do so. By doing this, we can control 
costs, which means competitive fees and investment 
opportunities for members. 

• Global footprint – we’ll expand our physical presence over 
the next few years in key international investment markets, 
particularly the UK, Europe, and the US. This will enable 
us to widen the type, opportunities, and diversification 

of investments we offer to members, as well as take 
advantage of local opportunities when they present 
themselves.

• Responsible investing – we’ll further develop our 
dedicated responsible investing capability, to support our 
commitment to do well for our members and good in our 
community by being leaders in responsible investing.

Importantly, our investment beliefs have not changed, 
nor has our purpose to be a force for good in super and 
retirement, shaping the best outcomes for our members, 
their families and communities, and our industry.

Read more about our how we manage your investments 

http://Amazon.com
https://aware.com.au/member/investments-and-performance/how-we-manage-your-investment/how-we-invest/international
https://aware.com.au/member/investments-and-performance/how-we-manage-your-investment/how-we-invest/australian
https://aware.com.au/member/investments-and-performance/investment-options/asset-allocations/actual-asset-allocations
https://aware.com.au/member/investments-and-performance/how-we-manage-your-investment/investment-approach
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   Choosing the right investment option

Typically, the longer you remain invested, the less 
impact short-term dips in the market will have on 
your retirement savings. 

If you switched your investments during the market falls last 
year, you may want to reconsider whether you’re invested 
in the right option(s) for you and your retirement goals. If 
you require more information about each of the investment 
options visit aware.com/investments-and-performance.

You can access simple advice at no cost as a member of 
Aware Super. If you are unsure which investment option is 
right for you, we are here to help. Contact us at 13AWARE  
or book an appointment online. 

³  Aware Super returns are as at 30 September 2021. Investment returns are calculated after allowing for tax on investment income and investment 
management expenses, but before the deduction of administration fees. Past performance is not a reliable indicator of future performance.

Alongside the investment team, I’m driven to 
invest in high-quality, value-adding assets.

What is your role?
I’m responsible for delivering Aware Super’s real assets investment 
program. Real assets are investments within our Property and 
Infrastructure asset classes. Each asset class has a sizeable 
investment team that drives our investment activity. I also support 
the broader team in our strategic plans to be a world class 
investment leader with a members-first philosophy at the core.

How does your role benefit Aware Super members?
Our fund invests in assets like shares and cash, as well as high 
quality assets that are difficult to access because they require 
large investment amounts and detailed due diligence. Our 
fund’s size and scale enables members to share in the benefits 
of investing in such assets, not normally available to individual 
investors. When deciding to invest in infrastructure or property, we 
look for businesses that can deliver solid long-term capital growth 
and an attractive, often inflation-linked income stream. This all 
contributes to strong long-term returns to you as a member.

What is your team investing in?
We invest in ‘real’ assets such as property, and infrastructure like 
hospitals, windfarms, an almond farm, or essential worker housing. 

 Learn more about how we manage your investments  

They’re all physical examples of how we do well for our members 
while aiming to deliver strong returns. Last year we made some 
key investments in Australia and overseas. We expanded our 
property portfolio with City ID in Amsterdam and Spanish 
rental housing group Vivenio, and at home we continued to 
increase our commitment to essential worker housing. In the 
infrastructure space we made an investment in Vocus and 
extended our commitments to renewables by increasing our 
investment in Tilt Renewables.  

What motivates you?
My passion for investing to help secure a better financial future 
for our members gets me up each day for work. Alongside the 
investment team, I’m driven to invest in high-quality, value-adding 
assets. In my new role as Deputy CIO, I’m excited to help the 
investment team’s bold plans for further direct engagement and 
offshore expansion. And working with a great team and trusted 
external partners makes that motivation all the easier!

   Meet our investment experts  
Damien Webb

This quarter we profile Damien Webb, 
Deputy Chief Investment Officer and  
Head of Real Assets at Aware Super, and 
explain how Damien’s role can help deliver 
great outcomes for our members.

http://aware.com.au
http://aware.com/investments-and-performance
https://aware.com.au/member/investments-and-performance/how-we-manage-your-investment/investment-types/infrastructure-investments
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We’re here to help

Contact us
Phone: 1300 650 873 
 8.30am to 6pm (AEST) 
 8.30am to 5pm (WST) 
 Monday to Friday
Int’l: +61 3 9131 6373
Email: enquiries@aware.com.au

Get advice

Phone: 1800 620 305 
 8.15am to 8.15pm (AEST) 
 Monday to Friday
Book: aware.com.au/advice
Email: clientservicecentre@aware.com.au

Visit us

Come and see us at one  
of our local offices around 
Australia for help with your 
super account, including 
setting up your account online. 
aware.com.au/locations

General advice
Persona advice requires the provider to act in the client’s best interests and consider the client’s circumstances. These rules do not apply to general 
advice. This communication contains general advice only and no personal advice. We have not taken into consideration any of your objectives, financial 
situation or needs or any information we hold about you when providing this general advice. Further this communication does not contain, and should not 
be read as containing, any recommendations to you in relation to your product. Before taking any action, you should consider whether the general advice 
contained in this communication is appropriate to you having regard to your circumstances and needs and seek appropriate professional advice if you think 
you need it. Contact us to make an appointment to see one of our representatives. You should also read our product disclosure statement before deciding 
about Aware Super. Call us or visit our website for a copy. Issued by Aware Super Pty Ltd ABN 11 118 202 672, AFSL 293340, the trustee of Aware Super 
ABN 53 226 460 365. Financial planning services are provided by our wholly owned financial planning business Aware Financial Services Australia Limited, 
ABN 86 003 742 756, AFSL No. 238430. You should read their Financial Services Guide before deciding.

A
S 

A
cc

um
 In

v 
U

pd
at

e 
10

/2
1

  Tools to help plan your future

  Webinars
Attend an online presentation and 
ask questions about your super and 
retirement that are important to you.

aware.com.au/webinars

   Super & retirement calculator
Use explorer to estimate how much you’ll 
have when you retire, what you’ll need to 
live on and how to boost your super.

aware.com.au/explorer

  Retire-ready checklist
Find out how well you understand your 
finances and the information you’ll need 
when you start planning to retire. 

aware.com.au/factsheets

   Professional financial advice 
Talk with us about your super, a 
complete financial plan, or for specialist 
estate planning and aged care advice.

aware.com.au/advice

http://aware.com.au
http://aware.com.au/advice
http://aware.com.au/locations
http://aware.com.au/webinars
http://aware.com.au/explorer
http://aware.com.au/factsheets
http://aware.com.au/advice

