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Great returns from 
your super fund

   Market snapshot – growth despite the pandemic
Economies experienced a ‘re-opening boom’ in 2021, despite the challenges and disruptions brought on by the pandemic, and this 
was translated into robust share and growth asset market performance during the period. However, towards year-end, signs of 
increasing inflationary and geopolitical risks flagged that early 2022 would likely be more volatile.  

   Performance overview – delivering strong long-term returns
Aware Super diversified options continue to deliver strong long-term returns for our members. It means your super savings are working 
hard to help you retire with more.

How your investments are performing

Aware Super accumulation diversified option returns to 31 December 2021²,³
10 years

% pa
5 years

% pa
3 years

% pa
1 year

%
3 months

%

High Growth 11.8 11.6 14.5 18.2 3.6

Growth 9.9 9.7 11.8 14.2 3.0

Balanced Growth 7.9 7.5 8.5 10.3 2.0

Conservative Growth 5.1 4.2 4.0 3.4 0.8

Diversified Socially Responsible Investment (SRI) 9.2 8.5 11.1 15.2 4.2

Access our Aware Super investment returns 

Investment commentary

December quarter investment update

You're in a top-performing fund¹
Aware Super High Growth option 

Top performance  
over 3, 5 and 10 years1

5 years p.a.3 years p.a. 10 years p.a.

14.5%

11.8%11.6%

1  Source: Super Ratings Fund Crediting Rate Survey 31 December 2021 (Default Options Index - approximately 220 options). Aware Super Accumulation High Growth option delivered an 
annualised return over ten years to 31 December 2021 of 11.8% p.a. compared to the index median of 9.3% p.a. for the same period. Returns are net of investment fees, tax and implicit 
asset-based administration fees. Investment returns are not guaranteed. Past performance is not an indicator of future performance.  

http://aware.com.au
mailto:enquiries@aware.com.au
https://aware.com.au/member/investments-and-performance/returns-and-performance
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   Investment spotlight – Canva  

We look at the different types of investments (asset classes) that make up the Aware Super 
High Growth option and returns.

Top 5 international shareholdings

Microsoft Corporation (software solutions)

Alphabet Inc (digital and advertising services)

Apple Inc. (software and devices)

Amazon.com Inc. (retail)

Meta Platforms Inc. ex Facebook (social media)

Access our top 50 international shareholdings 

High Growth option actual asset allocation (accumulation)

Aware Super, as at 31 December 2021. Includes look-through holdings where data is available.

  Portfolio overview – where did the returns come from?

Australian equities 24.5%
International equities 43.5%
Private equity 7.7%
Infrastructure & real assets 7.8%
Property 6.1%
Liquid alternatives (Growth) 1.0%
Liquid alternatives (Defensive) 0%
Credit income 1.9%
Fixed income 1.1%
Cash 5.4%

²  Returns reflect the investment portfolio of assets for the super products. Note we completed an asset migration with Aware Super in December 2019 
and before this time you may not have had access to these investments. Please refer to the latest Member Booklet on our website for more information. 
Investment returns are not guaranteed. Past performance is not a reliable indicator of future performance

• Strong investment performers for the quarter to  
31 December included international and domestic shares, 
private equity, unlisted property, and infrastructure.

• Although performance was strong, there were increasing  
signs towards year-end of increasing inflationary and 
geopolitical risks, indicating a more volatile start to 2022.

Top 5 Australian shareholdings

CSL Ltd (biopharmaceutical research and distribution)

Commonwealth Bank of Australia (financial services)

BHP Group Ltd (resources exploration and mining)

National Australia Bank (financial services)

Macquarie Group (financial services)

Access our top 50 Australian shareholdings  

Learn more about our portfolio asset allocations 

We allocate a small but growing part of our portfolio to investing in unique and 
innovative products and services with global growth opportunities – like Canva.

About Canva

Canva is a design software company headquartered in 
Sydney. The company was founded in 2012 by Melanie 
Perkins, Cliff Obrecht, and Cameron Adams. Aware Super 
invests in Canva through our relationship with Blackbird 
Ventures, a venture capital firm with more than a billion 
dollars under management and a portfolio of over  
70 companies.

Canva has more than 2,000 employees across four 
countries. The company integrates the design ecosystem 
into one simple platform to make design accessible for all. 
Individual users can choose from a variety of templates, 
canvasses and design tools that are free to use. Canva also 
offers a premium subscription for further tools and content, 
an enterprise subscription, print services, and a marketplace 
where designers can earn money for designs created. 

Since launching in August 2013, Canva’s design tool has 
attracted over 60 million users across 190 countries who 
have collectively created more than one billion designs.

Investing in Canva to deliver strong returns

• Members in our diversified options, through the private 
equity asset class, will have exposure to Canva. 

• Returns will come from the expected growth in the  
value of Canva’s business.

• The private equity asset class delivered an average  
annual return of around 15% for the 5-year period to  
30 June 2021².

Read more about our how we manage your investments 

We believe that ‘software-as-a-
service’ is an attractive sector of 
the market with strong growth 
potential and is aligned to our 
purpose of delivering strong long-
term returns for our members.

http://Amazon.com
https://aware.com.au/member/investments-and-performance/how-we-manage-your-investment/how-we-invest/international
https://aware.com.au/member/investments-and-performance/how-we-manage-your-investment/how-we-invest/australian
https://aware.com.au/member/investments-and-performance/investment-options/asset-allocations/actual-asset-allocations
https://aware.com.au/member/investments-and-performance/how-we-manage-your-investment/investment-types/innovation-investments
https://aware.com.au/member/investments-and-performance/how-we-manage-your-investment/investment-types/innovation-investments
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   Choosing the right investment option

Typically, the longer you remain invested, the less 
impact short-term dips in the market will have on 
your retirement savings. 

If you switched your investments during the market falls last 
year, you may want to reconsider whether you’re invested 
in the right option(s) for you and your retirement goals. If 
you require more information about each of the investment 
options visit aware.com/investments-and-performance.

You can access simple advice at no cost as a member of 
Aware Super. If you are unsure which investment option is 
right for you, we are here to help. Contact us at 13AWARE  
or book an appointment online. 

³  Aware Super returns are as at 31 December 2021. Investment returns are calculated after allowing for tax on investment income and investment 
management expenses, but before the deduction of administration fees. Past performance is not a reliable indicator of future performance.

What is your role?
I’m responsible for developing and implementing the strategy 
to build Aware Super’s exposure to listed and unlisted, or 
private equity, investments. My team does this in Australia and 
globally. We invest across a wide range of industries including 
information technology, health care, business, and consumer 
services. A key part of my role is bringing everything together so 
that the strategy fits together coherently to help deliver great 
retirement outcomes for our members. 

How does your role benefit Aware Super members?
Our equity investments are important in helping members 
meet their long-term retirement goals. This involves challenges 
like compensating for inflation and making sure members have 
enough income in retirement. It’s important that our equity 
investments provide diversification across industries and 
geographies to help manage volatility, as well as investment 
opportunities that are hard to access for individuals, like 
companies in the process of listing on an exchange (pre-IPO), 
private equity, and newer companies in sectors with a high 
potential for long-term and sustainable growth.

What is your team investing in?
In Australian equities, we invest in listed companies you may be 
familiar with; in banks like CBA, ANZ and Macquarie Group and 
well-known companies like Carsales.com, Dominos Pizza and 
Resmed. In international equities, familiar names in our portfolio 
include Apple, Tesla, Microsoft, and Amazon.  Learn more about how we manage your investments  

Our substantial Private Equity program involves investing in 
unlisted companies. Canva, for example, makes graphic design 
easy and accessible to everyone (also read our Spotlight profile 
on page two of this report). Evercommerce provides marketing, 
business management, and customer experience software 
solutions. Xpansiv is a global trading platform for environmental 
commodities like renewable energy certificates, carbon offsets, 
and differentiated fuels, which help accelerate the transition to a 
net-zero future.

What motivates you?
Knowing that the Growth Assets team contributes to members’ 
long-term retirement security is a big motivator. So too is the 
challenge of delivering strong long-term performance and 
working with a highly motivated and skilled group of people. 
There’s always something new to consider in listed and private 
equity and there’s much to engage the team, including new 
technologies, evolving business models, changing political 
landscapes, and the general ebb and flow of markets. In short, 
there’s never a dull day in our Growth Assets team!

   Meet our investment experts  
Robert Credaro

As Head of Growth Assets at Aware Super, 
Robert Credaro is responsible for our private equity, 
managed equity, and direct equity portfolios.

A key part of my role is bringing everything 
together so that the strategy fits together 
coherently to help deliver great retirement 
outcomes for our members.

http://aware.com.au
mailto:enquiries@aware.com.au
http://aware.com/investments-and-performance
http://Carsales.com
https://aware.com.au/member/investments-and-performance/how-we-manage-your-investment/investment-approach
https://aware.com.au/member/investments-and-performance/how-we-manage-your-investment/investment-types/infrastructure-investments
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We’re here to help

Contact us
Phone: 1300 650 873 
 8.30am to 6pm (AEST) 
 8.30am to 5pm (WST) 
 Monday to Friday
Int’l: +61 3 9131 6373
Email: enquiries@aware.com.au

Get advice

Phone: 1800 620 305 
 8.15am to 8.15pm (AEST) 
 Monday to Friday
Book: aware.com.au/advice
Email: clientservicecentre@aware.com.au

Visit us

Come and see us at one  
of our local offices around 
Australia for help with your 
super account, including 
setting up your account online. 
aware.com.au/locations

General advice
Persona advice requires the provider to act in the client’s best interests and consider the client’s circumstances. These rules do not apply to general 
advice. This communication contains general advice only and no personal advice. We have not taken into consideration any of your objectives, financial 
situation or needs or any information we hold about you when providing this general advice. Further this communication does not contain, and should 
not be read as containing, any recommendations to you in relation to your product. Before taking any action, you should consider whether the general 
advice contained in this communication is appropriate to you having regard to your circumstances and needs and seek appropriate professional advice 
if you think you need it. Contact us to make an appointment to see one of our representatives. You should also read our product disclosure statement 
before deciding about Aware Super. Call us or visit our website for a copy. Issued by Aware Super Pty Ltd ABN 11 118 202 672, AFSL 293340, the trustee 
of Aware Super ABN 53 226 460 365. Financial planning services are provided by our wholly owned financial planning business Aware Financial Services 
Australia Limited, ABN 86 003 742 756, AFSL No. 238430. You should read their Financial Services Guide before deciding.
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  Tools to help plan your future

  Webinars
Attend an online presentation and 
ask questions about your super and 
retirement that are important to you.

aware.com.au/webinars

   Super & retirement calculator
Use explorer to estimate how much you’ll 
have when you retire, what you’ll need to 
live on and how to boost your super.

aware.com.au/explorer

  Retire-ready checklist
Find out how well you understand your 
finances and the information you’ll need 
when you start planning to retire. 

aware.com.au/factsheets

   Professional financial advice 
Talk with us about your super, a 
complete financial plan, or for specialist 
estate planning and aged care advice.

aware.com.au/advice

http://aware.com.au
mailto:enquiries@aware.com.au
mailto:enquiries@aware.com.au
http://aware.com.au/advice
mailto:clientservicecentre@aware.com.au
http://aware.com.au/locations
http://aware.com.au/webinars
http://aware.com.au/explorer
http://aware.com.au/factsheets
http://aware.com.au/advice

