Climate solutions: the risks
and opportunities of inaction
vs action for all Australians
We understand the risks of climate change to Australia’s natural
environment, but what could it do to our economy, our health,
and how we live and spend our free time? That’s the question
Dr Rebecca Huntley – one of of Australia’s leading researchers
on social trends – seeks to answer in her report, Building Back
Better: the intersection of climate solutions, healthy people and
thriving communities.
Let’s compare the opportunities for all Australians if we prioritise climate solutions
now, and the serious risks if we leave climate change unchecked.
A report developed in partnership with

3.6%
Lack of action on climate change
could reduce Australia’s economic
growth by 3.6% per year.

$63b
In fresh investment opportunities over the next five
years if we strengthened climate targets and policies
in line with reaching net zero emissions by 2050.

310,000

How?

That could cost us 310,000
jobs annually by 2050

Thanks to our immense
renewable resources –
sun during the day
and wind at night.

880,000

250,000

Or 880,000 jobs by 2070
if we fail to deliver a
new growth plan.

The numbers of jobs we would add by 2070
if we focused on a new growth recovery plan.

$19b
by 2030
The accumulated loss of wealth due to reduced agricultural
and labour productivity as result of climate change.

Investment in mature
technologies such as
renewable energy is critical
to helping us meet
growing global and
local energy demands.

1.3%
Cheapest

The rise in global energy demand
each year to 2040.

Renewable energy is also moving swiftly to become
the cheapest form of energy.
Higher demand =
higher cost

100.9%

$550

How much electricity
costs have increased over
the decade between
2009 to 2019.

The average savings per year of a household
using green energy.

Holidays
A country less prone
to extreme heat and
heatwaves means we’ll be able
to enjoy travel, our own natural
environment and outdoor
sporting activities.

Where and how people can holiday using
natural assets and attractions will change.

Wellbeing

This will make attracting
domestic and international
tourists much harder.

These are all activities that are essential
to our community life and wellbeing.
SOURCE: aware.com.au/build-back-better

Our physical and mental wellbeing
It’s hard to ignore the domino effect of climate change on health, and
the reverse impact if we embrace climate solutions that directly impact
how we work, live and spend our free time.
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For an in-depth analysis of what moving towards a low-carbon
economy and prioritising climate solutions means for all
Australians, read the full report.
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stress

Read the report
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